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result  of the  employment  of these  degraded3
ignorant, and untaught women.
Elorence realised that she must fight for the
right to adopt nursing as her profession, but she
shrank from flouting the authority- of her family
and the traditions of her class. When Dr, Howe
and his wife, Julia Ward Howe, visited Embley
Park in 1844, Florence asked him whether it
would be " a dreadful thing '5 if she should take
up nursing. u My dear Miss Florence/' Dr.
Howe replied, " it would be unusual, and in Eng-
land whatever is unusual is thought to be un-
suitable ; but I say to you, go forward if you have
a vocation for that way of life. Act up to that
inspiration, and you will find that there is never
anything unbecoming nor unladylike in doing
your duty for the good of others.3'1
Such an. opinion was encouraging, and Florence
determined to act upon it. The first difficulty
was to find a place where she could get training.
She thought of the Roman Catholic Church,
which provided facilities for women to study
nursing, but she could not accept the Catholic
faith. She reproached the Church of England
bitterly for not offering similar facilities ; that
Church, she wrote, gave neither work nor training
to women, and she felt that it was a failure that
ought to be repaired. Perhaps, she thought,, it
was her duty to fill the gap. If she could herself
prepare for the nursing profession, she might
establish a Protestant Sisterhood for educated
by Julia Ward Howe.